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Volume I ii

Introduction 

This is the first volume of a six volume set comprising the American Public 
Transportation Association Manual of Standards and Recommended Practices for Rail 
Transit Systems. The standards and recommended practices contained in this manual 
represent an industry consensus on practices to help rail transit systems achieve a high 
level of safety for passengers, employees, and the general public. This manual was 
created by and for those parties concerned with its provisions; namely, rail transit systems 
(operating agencies), manufacturers, consultants, engineers, and general interest groups.  

This volume contains background on the rail transit standards project and describes the 
process used to develop the standards and recommended practices contained in the other 
five volumes. 

The entire set is comprised of the following volumes: 

Volume 1-Rail Transit Standards Background and Process Description  
Volume 2-Vehicle Inspection and Maintenance 
Volume 3-Rail Grade Crossings 
Volume 4-Operating Practices 
Volume 5-Fixed Structures Inspection and Maintenance 
Volume 6-Signals and Communications Inspection and Maintenance 

To obtain copies of any of these volumes contact: 

Information Center 
American Public Transportation Association 
1666 K Street, N.W., Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20006-1215 
202-496-4089 


